Chan, Benjamin (SEC) 


From: Jon Gerhardson 

Sent: Wednesday, August 28, 2024 3:39 PM 
To: Gottfredsen, Jeffrey (SEC) 

Cc: SEC-DL-PREWEB; Christine Wilda 
Subject: Re: FW: Determination- SPR24/2173 


A response from UMass on this issue would be most appreciated. 


On Sat, Aug 24, 2024 at 9:54 PM Jon Gerhardson ii wrote: 
I would also like to point out that the "narrowing:" in question was done voluntarily by myself, and I do not 
believe I had any obligation to do so to begin with. Ms. Wilda's issue seems to be that my narrowing was not 
narrow enough for her liking. "Please explain how you have narrowed your request," is I believe the wording 
she used (ital added). I do not believe there was ever any imperative for me to narrow my request to begin 
with, but my hope was that my rephrasing would prevent the University from needing to review every single 
correspondence that flowed to its administrators in the search for a complete set of responsive documents. 
Perhaps an adjunct professor also served as the records access officer for a certain department: would any 
request for documentation sent to this person then be considered a public records request? While I think it's an 
interesting question, I hoped to avoid it with my previous clarifications. 


I believe what is happening now is not that the University is confused about its obligation; rather it believes 
that my narrowing was a farce. It was not, and even if it was, UMass has, since May 12, 2024 had an 
obligation to produce records or cite an exemption as to their withholding and has done neither. That's 104 
days, as of Aug 24. 


ref: SPR24/2173 


Best, 
Jonathan Gerhardson 


